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1
DISCONNECTION DETECTING DEVICE FOR
ROTATING ELECTRICAL MACHINE,
METHOD FOR DETECTING
DISCONNECTION OF ROTATING
ELECTRICAL MACHINE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on and claims the benefit of
priority from earlier Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
236305 filed Oct. 26, 2012, the description of which is incor-
porated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a disconnection detecting
device being capable for applying to a rotating electrical
machine driven by alternating current, and method being
capable for detecting disconnecting of the rotating electrical
machine.

2. Description of the Related Art

As this type of device, as shown in Japanese registered
patent JP-B-3801471, a device that detects disconnection of a
power supply line of a brushless direct-current (DC) motor is
known. Specifically, predetermined conditions including a
condition that the current value of at least one phase of the
alternating current supplied to the DC motor is approximately
zero amperes are defined. When it is judged that the prede-
termined conditions are continuously satisfied for a specified
amount of time, the device determines that disconnection of
the power supply line has occurred.

The specified amount of time is set to prevent erroneous
detection of disconnection. In other words, zero-crossing of
the current flowing to the DC motor occurs even when dis-
connection of the power supply line has not occurred. There-
fore, itis required that one differentiates a fact that the current
zero-crosses during a normal operation in which disconnec-
tion has not occurred and another fact that the current
becomes zero amperes when disconnection has actually
occurred. The specified amount of time is set so as to meet this
requirement.

As the rotation speed of the DC motor becomes higher, the
amount of time that the current flowing to the DC motor
during normal operation becomes near zero amperes
becomes shorter. Therefore, the specified amount of time is
set to be relatively long time corresponding in the low-speed
range in order to prevent disconnection being erroneously
detected despite a disconnection not having actually occurred
within the low-speed range of the DC motor. When the speci-
fied amount of time is set in this way, within the high-speed
range of the DC motor, the amount of time from when a
disconnection actually occurs until the disconnection is
detected increases. In other words, the rotation speed range of
the DC motor in which disconnection can be promptly
detected may be limited.

For the purpose of preventing such situations, for example,
it can be considered that setting the specified amount of time
s0 as to become shorter as the rotation speed of the DC motor
increases. However, in this instance as well, the specified
amount of time cannot be shortened within the low-speed
range of the DC motor. The amount of time from when a
disconnection actually occurs until the disconnection is
detected may become long.
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2

Hence, a disconnection detecting device being capable of
applying a rotating electrical machine and promptly detecting
a disconnection is desired.

SUMMARY

The present application provides a disconnection detecting
device for a rotating electrical machine, comprising:

a CPU;

an execution judgment section being enable the CPU to
judge whether or not predetermined execution conditions are
satisfied including a condition that driving is commanded to
the rotating electrical machine; and

a disconnection judgment section being enable the CPU to
determine, during the execution conditions are satisfied, that
adisconnection has occurred on a current flow path including
the rotating electrical machine, based on a first condition that
an absolute value of a line current flowing to the rotating
electrical machine is equal to or less than a value of a specified
current which is greater than zero, and a second condition that
anabsolute value of arate of change in the line current is equal
to or less than a specified value which is higher than zero.
(Firstaspect of a disconnection detecting device for a rotating
electrical machine of the present invention)

During a disconnection does not occur on the current flow
path on the rotating electrical machine driven by alternating
current, the rate of change in the line current flowing to the
rotating electrical machine increases when a value of the line
current flowing to the rotating electrical machine is small. On
the other hand, the rate of change decreases when a value of
the line current is large.

Conversely, in an event when a disconnection occurs, the
rate of change in the line current becomes zero in addition to
the line current flowing to the rotating electrical machine.

In view of'this point, the inventors of the present invention
have discovered that the amount of time from when a discon-
nection actually has occurred until the time a judgment can be
made that the disconnection had occurred can be shortened by
using the rate of change in the line current in addition to the
line current flowing to the rotating electrical machine.

Therefore, in the present application, the disconnection
judgment section is included. As a result, the amount of time
from when a disconnection in the current flow path actually
occurs until the disconnection is detected can be shortened.
Furthermore, in the above-described configuration, limitation
of a rotation speed range in which disconnection can be
promptly detected can be prevented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the accompanying drawings:

FIG. 1 shows a configuration diagram of a control system
of'a motor generator according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 shows a flowchart of processing operations in a
disconnection detecting process according to the embodi-
ment;

FIG. 3A to FIG. 3F shows a time chart of the disconnection
detecting process according to the embodiment; and

FIG. 4A to FIG. 4E shows a time chart of a disconnection
detecting process in a comparative technique.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

An example in which a disconnection detecting device for
a rotating electrical machine of the present invention is
applied to a hybrid car that includes the rotating electrical
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machine as a main driving engine will hereinafter be
described with reference to the drawings.

As shown in FIG. 1, a motor generator 10 serving as a main
driving engine configuring a high-voltage system is a multi-
phase brushless DC motor. Specifically, the motor generator
10 is a three-phase permanent magnet synchronous motor
(embedded magnet synchronous motor or surface-mounted
magnet synchronous motor). A stator of the motor generator
10 includes a U-phase coil 10u, a V-phase coil 10v, and a
W-phase coil 10w. The U-phase coil 10, V-phase coil 10v,
and W-phase coil 10w are connected by Y connection, as a
result of one end of the respective coils being connected to
one another at a neutral point.

The motor generator 10 is connected to a high-voltage
battery 12 and a capacitor 14 with an inverter INV therebe-
tween. The high-voltage battery 12 is a direct-current power
supply of which the terminal voltage is, for example, 100V or
more. The inverter INV includes three sets of serially con-
nected members composed of switching elements S¥p and
S¥n (¥=u,v,w). The respective connection points of the seri-
ally connected members are respectively connected to the
U-phase, the V-phase, and the W-phase of the motor generator
10. According to the present embodiment, insulated gate
bipolar transistors (IGBT) are used as the switching elements
S¥# (#=n,p). A free wheel diode D¥# is connected in anti-
parallel with each switching element S¥#.

According to the present embodiment, the following is
included as a detecting section for detecting the state of the
motor generator 10 and the inverter INV. First, a rotation
angle sensor 16 (such as a resolver) that detects the rotation
angle (electrical angle 6) of the motor generator 10 is
included. In addition, current sensors 18v and 18w are
included as a current detecting section for detecting the
V-phase current and W-phase current respectively flowing
through the V-phase and the W-phase of the motor generator
10. For example, a current sensor including a current trans-
former or a resistor can be used as the current sensors 18vand
18w. Furthermore, a voltage sensor 20 that detects the input
voltage (power supply voltage VDC) of the inverter INV is
included.

The detection values of the various sensors described
above are loaded into a control device 22 via an interface (not
shown). The control device 22 configures a low-voltage sys-
tem. The control device 22 includes a central processing unit
(CPU) and a memory (RAM). The control device 22 is a
software processing section for running programs stored in
the memory by the CPU. The control device 22 generates and
outputs operating signals g¥# for operating the switching
element S¥# included in the inverter INV based on the detec-
tion values of the various sensors to control a controlled
variable (output torque) of the motor generator 10 to a desig-
nated value (designated torque Tr*).

Specifically, the switching elements S¥# are operated such
that a designated current for actualizing the designated torque
Tr* and the current flowing to the motor generator 10 match.
In other words, according to the present embodiment,
although the output torque of the motor generator 10 is the
ultimate controlled variable, the current flowing to the motor
generator 10 serves as the direct controlled variable and is
controlled to the designated current to control the output
torque. In particular, according to the present embodiment,
current vector control is performed to control the current
flowing to the motor generator 10 to the designated current. A
process related to the current vector control, among the pro-
cessing operations performed by the control device 22, will
be described hereafter.
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A U-phase current calculating section 24 is a current cal-
culating section for calculating a U-phase current from a
V-phase current iv and a W-phase current iw detected by the
current sensors 18v and 19w, based on Kirchhoff’s Laws, The
U-phase current calculated in this way is hereinafter referred
to as a U-phase current calculation value iu.

A two-phase converter 26 converts the U-phase current
calculation value iu, the V-phase current detection value iv,
and the W-phase current detection value iw to a d-axis current
idr and a g-axis current igr that are currents of a rotational
coordinates system, based on the electrical angle 6 detected
by the rotation angle sensor 16. In addition, a designated
current calculating section 28 calculates a d-axis designated
current id* and a g-axis designated current iq* that are des-
ignated values of currents on the rotational coordinates sys-
tem, based on the designated torque Tr*. According to the
present embodiment, the designated torque Tr* is inputted
from a high-order control device that supervises vehicle con-
trol and is a separate control device from the control device
22.

A designated voltage calculating section 30 calculates des-
ignated voltages Vd* and Vq* on the d- and g-axes as manipu-
lated variables for performing feedback control of the d-axis
current idr and the g-axis current iqr to the d-axis designated
current id* and the g-axis designated current iq*. Specifically,
the designated voltage calculating section 30 calculates the
designated voltage Vd* on the d-axis by performing propor-
tional integral control based on the deviation Aid between the
d-axis current idr and the d-axis designated current id*. The
designated voltage calculating section 30 also calculates the
designated voltage Vq* on the g-axis by performing propor-
tional integral control based on the deviation Aiq between the
g-axis current iqr and the g-axis designated current iq*.

A three-phase converter 32 converts the designated volt-
ages Vd* and Vg* on the d- and g-axes to three-phase desig-
nated voltages V¥* (¥=u,v,w) in a fixed coordinate system of
the motor generator 10. The designated voltages V¥* serve as
manipulated variables for performing feedback control of'the
d- and g-axes currents idr and iqr to the designated currents
id* and iq*.

An operating section 34 generates the operating signals
g¥# used to set the output voltages of the three phases of the
inverter INV to voltages simulating the designated voltages
V¥*. According to the present embodiment, the operating
signal g¥# is generated by a sine-wave pulse-width modula-
tion (PWM) process based on large and small comparison
between the designated voltage V¥* standardized by the input
voltage VDC of the inverter INV detected by the voltage
sensor 20 and a carrier (such as a triangular wave signal or a
saw-tooth wave signal). The operating section 34 outputs the
generated operating signal g¥# to the inverter INV via an
interface (not shown). As a result, a sine-wave voltage is
applied to the U-phase, V-phase, and W-phase of the motor
generator 10 respectively, wherein a phase of each sine-wave
voltage applied to the U-phase, V-phase, and W-phase of the
motor generator 10 is shifted in turn 120 degrees from each
other. That is, a sine-wave phase current having a phase shift
of'120 degrees flows in the U-phase, V-phase, and W-phase of
the motor generator 10. The motor generator 10 is driven by
alternating current.

Next, the disconnection detecting process according to the
present embodiment that is performed by a disconnection
detecting section 36 of the control device 22 will be
described. Disconnection refers to a disconnection on a cur-
rent flow path from the positive terminal of the high-voltage
battery 12 to the negative terminal of the high-voltage batter
12 via the inverter INV and the motor generator 10. As spe-
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cific examples, the disconnection includes a disconnection
within the motor generator 10 (such as an open failure in the
coil 10u, 10v, or 10w), a disconnection of a wire connecting
the motor generator 10 and the inverter INV, and a discon-
nection within the inverter INV (such as an open failure in the
switching element S¥#).

FIG. 2 shows the processing operations in the disconnec-
tion detecting process. The process is repeatedly performed
at, for example, a predetermined calculation cycle by the
disconnection detecting section 36.

In the series of processing operations, first, at step S10, the
disconnection detecting section 36 judges whether or not a
value of a disconnection judgment flag F is O (zero). The
disconnection judgment flag O (zero) indicates that a discon-
nection has not occurred and 1 indicates that a disconnection
has occurred. The initial value of the disconnection judgment
flag F is set to O (zero).

When determined YES at step S10, the disconnection
detecting section 36 proceeds to step S12. The disconnection
detecting section 36 judges whether or not a condition for
executing disconnection detection is satisfied. According to
the present embodiment, the execution condition is that the
logical conjunction (AND operation) of a condition that both
current sensors 18v and 18w are operating normally and a
condition that the designated torque Tr* is equal to or more
than a specified torque Tc is true. The condition relating to the
current sensors 18v and 18w is provided to prevent situations
in which a disconnection is erroneously judged to have
occurred in spite of no actual disconnection having occurred,
or where a disconnection is erroneously judged to have not
occurred in spite of an actual disconnection having occurred
at step S14.

In addition, the condition related to the designated torque
Tr* is provided to prevent situations in which a disconnection
is erroneously judged to have occurred in spite of no actual
disconnection having occurred at step S14. In other words,
when the designated torque Tr* is small, both the absolute
value of the phase current i¥ (U-phase current calculation
value iu, V-phase current detection value iv, and W-phase
current detection value iw; ¥=u,v,w) and the absolute value of
arate of change in the phase current i¥ (hereinafter referred to
as “current change rate Idot¥”) become small, even when no
disconnection has occurred. In this instance, the disconnec-
tion detecting section 36 may determine YES at step S14 in
spite of a disconnection not having occurred. The condition
relating to the designated torque Tr* is provided to prevent
such situations.

The condition relating to the designated torque Tr* corre-
sponds to a condition for judging whether or not the motor
generator 10 is being driven. In addition, as means for judging
whether or not the current sensors 18v and 18w are normally
operating, a method for judging whether or not the output
voltage (AD conversion value) of the current sensor remains
at an upper limit value or a lower limit value can be adopted.

When determined YES at step S12, the disconnection
detecting section 36 proceeds to step S14. The disconnection
detecting section 36 judges whether or not the logical AND of
a condition that the absolute value of the phase current i¥ is
equalto or less than a specified current Io. (>0) and a condition
that the absolute value of the current change rate Idot¥ is equal
to or less than a specified value Va. (>0) is true. This process-
ing operation is provided in order to judge whether or not a
disconnection has occurred. The reason that the current
change rate Idot¥ is used in disconnection detection is as
follows.

Because the phases of the phase current i¥ and the current
change rate Idot¥ are shifted by 90 degrees, when a discon-
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6

nection has not occurred, the current change rate Idot¥
increases when the phase current i¥ is small. On the other
hand, the current change rate Idot¥ decreases when the phase
current i¥ is large. Conversely, when a disconnection has
occurred, in addition to the phase current i¥, the current
change rate Idot¥ becomes zero. Specifically, for example,
when an open failure occurs in the V-phase coil 10v, the
absolute value of the V-phase current and the absolute value
of'the change rate of the V-phase current become zero. There-
fore, the current change rate Idot¥ serves as a parameter
which allows the judgment that a disconnection has occurred
to be fixed at an early stage after the disconnection has actu-
ally occurred. Therefore, the current change rate Idot¥ is used
in disconnection detection.

The specified current Ia and the specified value Vo may be
set to values that are, for example, slightly greater than zero.
In addition, the current change rate Idot¥ may be calculated
by, for example, a value that is the phase current i¥ of the
current calculation cycle subtracted by the phase current i¥ of
the preceding calculation cycle being divided by the calcula-
tion cycle. According to the present embodiment, because the
motor generator 10 has a Y-connection structure as described
above, the phase current and the line current are equal. There-
fore, according to the present embodiment, the absolute value
of'the phase current i¥ being equal to or less than the specified
current lo corresponds to the absolute value of the line current
being equal to or less than the specified current Io. In addi-
tion, the absolute value of the current change rate Idot¥ being
equal to or less than the specified value Vo corresponds to the
absolute value of the rate of change in the line current being
equal to or less than the specified value Va.

When determined NO at step S12 or step S14, the discon-
nection detecting section 36 proceeds to step S16 and resets a
counter Tcnt. On the other hand, when determined YES at
step S14, the disconnection detecting section 36 proceeds to
step S18 and increments the counter Tcent by one.

At subsequent step S20, the disconnection detecting sec-
tion 36 judges whether or not the counter value Tcent has
reached a specified value Ca (>0) or greater. This processing
operation is provided in order to improve the accuracy of
disconnection detection. In other words, for example, as a
result that noise mixes with the phase current i¥ and then the
disconnection detecting section 36 determine YES at above-
described step S14, erroneous detection of a disconnection
would happen nevertheless the disconnection has not actually
occurred. The processing operation at step S20 is provided to
prevent such situations.

When determined YES at step S20, the disconnection
detecting section 36 determines that a disconnection has
occurred and proceeds to step S22. At step S22, the discon-
nection detecting section 36 sets the value of the disconnec-
tion judgment flag F to 1.

When determined NO at step S10, or when the processing
operation at step S22 is completed, the disconnection detect-
ing section 36 proceeds to step S24 and performs a failsafe
process. According to the present embodiment, a notification
process for notifying the high-order control device that a
disconnection has occurred is performed as the failsafe pro-
cess. As a result, for example, an instruction to use only the
internal combustion engine as the cruising power source is
given in the high-order control device.

When determined NO at step S20 or when the processing
operation at step S16 or step S24 is completed, the series of
processing operations is temporarily ended.

Next, FIG. 3A to FIG. 3F shows an example of the discon-
nection detecting process according to the present embodi-
ment. Specifically, FIG. 3A shows a transition based on
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whether or not the execution condition for disconnection
detection is satisfied. FIG. 3B shows a transition based on
whether or not a disconnection has occurred. FIG. 3C shows
atransition in the phase current i¥. FIG. 3D shows a transition
in the current change rate Idot¥. FIG. 3E shows a transition in
the counter Tcent. FIG. 3F shows a transition in the value of
disconnection judgment flag F.

In the example shown in FIG. 3A to FIG. 3F, the execution
condition for disconnection detection is satisfied at time t1.
Subsequently, at time t2, a disconnection actually occurs.
Therefore, the phase current i¥ starts to decrease towards
zero. At subsequent time t3, the absolute value of the phase
current i¥ is determined being equal to or less than the speci-
fied current Ia, and the absolute value of the current change
rate Idot¥ is determined being equal to or less than the speci-
fied value Va. Therefore, the upward count of the counter
Tent starts.

Subsequently, at time t4 when the counter Tcent reaches the
specified value Ca, the value of the disconnection judgment
flag Fis setto 1.

Next, a disconnection detecting process in which the cur-
rent change rate idot¥ is not used (hereinafter referred to as “a
comparative technique”) will be described with reference to
FIG. 4A to FIG. 4E. Specifically, in the comparative tech-
nique, the condition relating to the current change rate Idot¥
is eliminated from step S14 in FIG. 2, described above. FIG.
4A to FIG. 4E respectively corresponds with FIG. 3A to FIG.
3C, and FIG. 3E and FIG. 3F, described above.

As shown in FIG. 4A to FIG. 4E, in the comparative tech-
nique, even when a disconnection has not occurred, the phase
current i¥ becomes equal to or less than the specified current
It during the period that the phase current i¥ is near the
zero-cross timing. As a result, the counter Tent is counted
upward (refer to times t1 to 12, t3 to t4, t5 to 16, and t7 to t8).
Therefore, differentiation is required to be made between the
phase current i¥ becoming equal to or less than the specified
current Ioo when a disconnection has not occurred and the
phase current i¥ becoming equal to or less than the specified
current Ioe when a disconnection has actually occurred. In
order to meet this requirement, the prescribed value Cat is set
as follows.

Specifically, the period near the zero-cross timing of the
phase current i¥ becomes shorter, the rotation speed of the
motor generator 10 becomes higher. Therefore, within the
low-speed range of the motor generator 10, the specified
value Ca is set to a relatively large value corresponding to the
low-speed range in order to prevent the disconnection being
erroneously detected despite the disconnection not having
occurred. The amount of time that is set, from when a discon-
nection actually occurs until the disconnection is detected
(time 19 to t10) increases within the high-speed range of the
motor generator 10. In other words, the rotation speed range
of the motor generator 10 in which a disconnection can be
promptly detected can be limited.

According to the present embodiment described in detail
above, the following effects can be achieved.

(1) The disconnection detecting process that uses the phase
current i¥ and the current change rate Idot¥ is performed.
Therefore, the amount of time from when a disconnection
actually occurs until the disconnection is detected can be
shortened. Furthermore, in the disconnection detecting pro-
cess, limitation of the rotation speed range of the motor gen-
erator 10 in which a disconnection is promptly detected can
be prevented.

(2) When the counter Tent is judged having reached the
specified value Ca, a disconnection is judged having
occurred. In other words, when the state in which the discon-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

nection detecting section 36 is judging YES at step S14 in
FIG. 2 continues for a predetermined amount of time, a judg-
ment is made that a disconnection has occurred. Therefore,
the accuracy of disconnection detection can be improved.

(3) When a judgment is made that a disconnection has
occurred, this judgment is notified externally. As a result,
suitable failsafe behavior can be actualized.

(Other Embodiments)

The above-described embodiment may be modified as fol-
lows.

According to the above-described embodiment, a discon-
nection detecting process that uses one or two of the U-phase
current calculation value iu, the V-phase current detection
value iv, and the W-phase current detection value iw may be
performed.

At step S14 in FIG. 2 according to the above-described
embodiment, the condition relating to the current change rate
Idot¥ may be replaced by a condition that the absolute value
of'a change quantity of the phase current i¥ is equal to or less
than a specified quantity (>0). This is based on that one can
determine that the current change rate Idot¥ will becomes
equal to or less than the specified value Va since the absolute
value of the change quantity of the phase current i¥ will
become equal to or less than the specified quantity in view of
the process, shown in FIG. 2, being repeatedly performed at a
predetermined calculation cycle.

The processing operations at step S18, step S16, and step
S20 in FIG. 2 according to the above-described embodiment
may be omitted. In this instance as well, disconnection can be
detected.

According to the above-described embodiment, a current
sensor that detects the U-phase current may be included. A
disconnection detecting process based on the U-phase current
(U-phase current detection value) detected by the current
sensor may be performed.

The control method for calculating the designated voltage
based on the detection value of the phase current is not limited
to the current vector control and may be, for example, instan-
taneous current value control.

The condition that a command to drive the motor generator
10 is given is not limited to that given as an example according
to the above-described embodiment. For example, because
the g-axis current iqr contributes greatly to the output torque
of the motor generator 10, the condition may be that the
absolute value of the g-axis designated current iq™* is a pre-
determined value or more.

The “direct-current power supply” is not limited to the
high-voltage battery 12. For example, when a system is used
in which a boost converter is interposed between the high-
voltage battery 12 and the inverter INV, the boost converter
serves as the direct-current power supply.

A configuration may be used in which the motor generator
10 is directly connected to a three-phase alternating-current
power supply.

The “rotating electrical machine” is not limited to that
having a Y-connection structure and may have a a-connection
structure. In this instance, a disconnection detecting process
based on the line current flowing to the rotating electrical
machine may be performed. In addition, the “rotating electri-
cal machine” is not limited to the permanent magnet type
synchronous motor and may be, for example, a field winding
type synchronous motor. Furthermore, the “rotating electrical
machine” is not limited to a synchronous motor and may be an
induction motor.

The rotating electrical machine is not limited to a three-
phase rotating electrical machine and may be, for example, a
rotating electrical machine having four or more phases. In
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addition, the rotating electrical machine is not limited to that
serving as a main driving engine for vehicles, and may be that
which drives a compressor for air conditioning. In this
instance, the controlled variable of the rotating electrical
motor is not limited to torque, and may be rotation speed. In
this instance, at step S12 in FIG. 2 described above, the
condition relating to the designated torque Tr* can be
replaced by a condition that a designated value of the rotation
speed is a predetermined value or more. Furthermore, the
“rotation electrical machine” is not limited to that mounted in
a vehicle.
What is claimed is:
1. A disconnection detecting device for a rotating electrical
machine, comprising:
a CPU;
an execution judgment section enabling the CPU to judge
whether or not predetermined execution conditions are
satisfied, the predetermined execution conditions
including a condition that driving is commanded to the
rotating electrical machine by a user; and
a disconnection judgment section enabling the CPU to
determine, during the execution conditions are satisfied,
that a disconnection has occurred on a current flow path
including the rotating electrical machine, based on i) a
first condition that an absolute value of a line current
flowing to the rotating electrical machine is equal to or
less than a value of a specified current which is greater
than zero, and ii) a second condition that an absolute
value of a rate of change in the line current is equal to or
less than a specified value which is higher than zero.
2. The disconnection detecting device according to claim 1,
wherein
the disconnection judgment section determines that the
disconnection has occurred on the current flow path
including the rotating electrical machine, based on a
third condition that both the first condition and the sec-
ond condition have been satisfied for at least a specified
time.
3. The disconnection detecting device according to claim 2,
wherein
the rotating electrical machine is electrically connected to
a direct-current power supply through an inverter; and
the disconnection judgment section judges a disconnection
of a current flow path including the rotating electrical
machine, the inverter and the direct-current power sup-
ply.
4. The disconnection detecting device according to claim 3,
wherein the disconnection detecting device further comprises
a notification section being suitable for notifying exter-
nally that the disconnection has occurred in an event that
the disconnection judgment section has determined that
the disconnection has occurred.
5. The disconnection detecting device according to claim 1,
wherein
the rotating electrical machine is electrically connected to
a direct-current power supply through an inverter; and
the disconnection judgment section judges a disconnection
of a current flow path including the rotating electrical
machine, the inverter and the direct-current power sup-

ply.
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6. The disconnection detecting device according to claim 1,
wherein the disconnection detecting device further comprises
a notification section being suitable for notifying exter-
nally that the disconnection has occurred in an event that
the disconnection judgment section has determined that

the disconnection has occurred.
7.The disconnection detecting device according to claim 2,
wherein the disconnection detecting device further comprises
a notification section being suitable for notifying exter-
nally that the disconnection has occurred in an event that
the disconnection judgment section has determined that

the disconnection has occurred.

8. The disconnection detecting device according to claim 5,
wherein the disconnection detecting device further comprises

a notification section being suitable for notifying exter-
nally that the disconnection has occurred in an event that
the disconnection judgment section has determined that
the disconnection has occurred.

9. A method for disconnection detecting of a rotating elec-
trical machine, wherein the method comprises steps of:

judging whether or not predetermined execution condi-
tions are satisfied, the predetermined execution condi-
tions including a condition that driving is commanded to
the rotating electrical machine; and

determining, in a state in which the execution conditions
are satisfied, that a disconnection has occurred on a
current flow path including the rotating electrical
machine, based on i) a first condition that an absolute
value of a line current flowing to the rotating electrical
machine is equal to or less than a value of a specified
current, the specified current being greater than zero,
and ii) a second condition that an absolute value of a rate
of change in the line current is equal to or less than a
specified value, the specified value being higher than
Zero.

10. The method for disconnection detecting of a rotating
electrical machine according to claim 9, wherein the method
further includes a step of:

determining that the disconnection has occurred on the
current flow path including the rotating electrical
machine, based on a third condition that both the first
condition and the second condition have been satisfied
for at least a specified time.

11. The method for disconnection detecting of a rotating
electrical machine according to claim 10, wherein

the rotating electrical machine is electrically connected to
a direct-current power supply through an inverter; and

the method further includes a step of:

judging a disconnection of a current flow path including the
rotating electrical machine, the inverter and the direct-
current power supply.

12. The method for disconnection detecting of a rotating
electrical machine according to claim 11, wherein the method
further includes a step of notifying externally that the discon-
nection has occurred.



